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DRAFT Minutes of the Transport Committee Meeting held in the 

Community Office, Bruton on Tuesday 11th February at 7.30pm 

 

Present:      Councillors Anderton, Brownlow, Hood and Pickering 

In the Chair:      Councillor Hood 

In Attendance:  The Assistant Clerk, 1 member of the public 

 
 

1. Apologies – Councillors Karen Baker, Jones and Skinner sent apologies for being 

unable to attend. 

2. Declarations of interest – No Councillors had specific interests to declare in respect 

of Agenda items but it was noted that like many other Bruton residents they are 

personally affected by the shortage of parking spaces. 

3. Minutes: 

It was RESOLVED 4-0-0 [for-against-abstain] that the minutes of the meeting 

held on 12th November 2019 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

4. Matters raised by residents: 

i. Brewham Road - with the Chair’s permission a resident who was attending the 

meeting drew the Committee’s attention to problems associated with the proposed 

Brewham Road housing development and traffic scheme.  He was particularly 

concerned about the safety of pedestrians walking on the pavement or in the 

roadway, and about traffic congestion on the three converging roads at the difficult 

Frome Road–Brewham Road junction.  After thanking him for his contribution 

and following a short discussion the Chair pointed out that the Town Council had 

brought these concerns and the scheme’s many other shortcomings to the 

attention of the Highways Authority and South Somerset District Council (SSDC) 

on many occasions over the last year or so.   Unfortunately SSDC’s Regulation 

Committee had approved the decision and there was no appeal. 

ii. Car parking on Coombe Street - the road safety implications of car parking 

on Coombe Street was discussed.   Members agreed that these and other 

problem areas would be considered in the forthcoming parking review (see 

agenda item 10 i, below).  
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5. Speed Indicator Device (SID) locations – members reviewed possible SID locations 

and agreed that having considered some suggested alternative locations Cllr. Hood would 

discuss proposals with the Highways Department of Somerset County Council (SCC 

Highways) whose approval is required. 

6. Car Club and Car Sharing – members were in favour of such initiatives and would 

support them but not seek to organise them.    

7. No 1 High Street, planning application 20/00037/S73A - application to remove 

condition 9 (travel plan as a pre-occupation requirement) of planning approval 

18/03100/FUL and make recommendations as appropriate. 
 

Members recognised that this application is primarily a matter for the Town Council's 

Planning Committee but since the condition relates to traffic and transport in Bruton it 

is also of interest to the Transport Committee which discussed it, briefly. 

It was RESOLVED 3-0-1 to report to the Planning Committee that in the view 

of the Transport Committee the Travel Plan submitted in support of the S73A 

application does not discharge Condition 9 of the planning approval. 

8. Transport and Climate Change – members responded to the following Climate 

and Ecological Working Group recommendations relating to transport: 

i. ‘to support initiatives that reduce the need to travel, for example lobbying for 

faster broadband and promoting the sharing of office space’.  Members agreed that 

any such initiatives should be supported but the Council was unlikely to have the 

resources to initiate such measures itself; 

ii. ‘to encourage walking’ and ‘to encourage cycling, including by improving cycle 

routes and bike parking facilities’.  Members noted that the Town Council 

promotes walking, has recently initiated the establishment of the Safer Walking 

and Cycling Group and has resurrected the cycle rack; 

iii. ‘to understand the travel needs and preferred destinations of Bruton residents 

and visitors’.   This was agreed as a priority and could perhaps be undertaken by 

means of a survey in 2021, five years on from the last Town Plan survey; 

iv. ‘to lobby for better public transport and for the integration of different 

services, for example bus and train services’.   This will be undertaken as and 

when appropriate;  
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v. Members agreed that it was worth discussing the possibility of a shuttle bus 

service with local schools and parents, businesses and operators of the 

Community Accessible Transport (CAT) bus; 

vi. Members considered that car sharing initiatives should be supported but not 

initiated by the Town Council; 

vii. Members noted that encouraging the provision of Electric Vehicle charging 

points was already Council policy. 

9. Electric bicycle – Members discussed the Chair’s proposal to purchase an E-cargo 

bike.   They agreed on the importance of encouraging sustainable transport around 

Bruton but would want to know  much more about the cost-effectiveness and 

practicability of such a scheme before they could consider endorsing it.  They thought 

that One Planet Bruton might consider the idea worth exploring.  

10. For information  

i. County-wide parking review: following the Council decision to engage with 

the parking review process Cllrs. James Hood, and Mike Brownlow together 

with the Town Clerk and Cllr. Groskop met officers of Somerset County Council 

(SCC) on 3rd February.   SCC should be able to give more details of the 

timescales and process of the review in March; it is expected to include a written 

survey of all households and it should generate recommendations about whether 

it is sensible to proceed with the Upper Car Park at Station Road.  The process is 

likely to take from six months to a year. 

ii. Dropping Lane/Park Wall Junction: this was raised again by the resident 

who had initially raised concerns. A check with Highways revealed that it had 

‘dropped off their radar’. It is now back on. 

iii. Plox/Silver Street:  Plans are being subjected to final checking and according 

to SCC they should be issued to us later this month. 

iv. Library Junction: SCC’s initial design should be issued in April. 

v. St Catherines Hill:  This is with the local SCC engineer to progress and again 

proposals are expected in April. 

 

Future meetings –Future meetings of the Committee are scheduled for May 12th, July 14th, 

September 8th and November 10th.  

 

Patrick Pender-Cudlip, Assistant Clerk 


